
MissionLab 2020 Prayer Guide 

Hello! So this summer looks much different than we all thought it would, right? 

I know you didn’t plan to finish the school year in quarantine, and we know that 

you were excited to come serve with us in New Orleans; we were just as excited 

about having you with us! But we are sure that the Lord has a plan for all that is 

happening with COVID-19, and we’re excited to see what he does! 

Here at MissionLab, our motto is “Learn Missions. Do Missions. Be a 

Missionary.” And while we can’t be together with you and your church group this 

summer to serve, we want to help prepare you for being a missionary in your 

community. This guide will be a resource for you in your prayerful preparation. 

We are praying that the Lord uses it to help you see the needs of your 

community, as well as how you can be praying for us as we continue to minister 

to the city of New Orleans. 

Over the next 28 days, we will be praying through the book of Acts. Each day, 

we will focus on a passage from each chapter and see how we can pray in light 

of what we have read. We hope that you will take the time to read through the 

book of Acts with us! 

The book of Acts tells the story of the beginnings of the early church. Since 

our theme at MissionLab this year is Legacy, and we’re looking at what it means 

to walk in Christ, it will help us a lot to look back at those who walked before us. 

In Acts, the first believers sought to obey Jesus' command to be His witnesses 

and to make disciples in all nations. Since we are believers in Jesus, we are the 

fruit of many faithful generations who lived in obedience to that same command, 

and now we have that opportunity to obey as they did. 

We are praying for you as you begin this journey! You may want to ask some 

friends to pray with you or to keep you accountable to read and pray. We hope 

that the Lord gives you a passion to see the lost come to know Him. 



Day 1 

Acts 1:6-11  As Jesus was about to ascend into heaven, He gave the disciples a 

plan to follow in spreading the good news of the Kingdom to the world. But He 

did not leave them to accomplish that great task on their own, and thankfully, He 

does not leave us to continue that work alone. When we believed in Jesus, we 

were given the Holy Spirit to empower us to share the Gospel with the whole 

world. As you walk in Christ today, ask Him to give you boldness and power by 

His Spirit. Pray that you would take the Gospel with you everywhere you go.  

Day 2 

Acts 2:36-47  The church has a very powerful two-fold witness. Through the 

sharing and preaching of the Gospel, we show the world their need for Jesus 

and the forgiveness for sins that is found only in Him. Through our love for one 

another, we show the world the unifying work of the Holy Spirit and the difference 

that the Gospel makes in our lives. As you walk in Christ today, pray that the 

Lord would give you the boldness to proclaim the Gospel to the lost. Also, pray 

for your church, as well as for the churches in New Orleans, that the Gospel 

would unify us to be a witness for Christ to the world and that we would serve 

others well by providing for their needs.  

Day 3  

Acts 3:9-11 When God does a powerful work in someone’s life, people will 

notice. Whether He heals someone like the lame beggar or he saves and 

transforms sinners by His work within them, His power will cause people to be 

amazed. And as we see in Acts, these situations give Christians an opportunity to 

tell people about Him. As you walk in Christ today, ask God to show His power. 

As you minister at home, pray that people would be amazed at the work of God 

and want to know more about Him. 



Day 4 

Acts 4:18-20 As we proclaim the Gospel, people will try to make us silent. In 

order to believe the Gospel, a person must accept that he or she is a sinner, and 

that fact will offend many people. But when we are charged to stop telling people 

about Jesus, to whom will we listen? God has saved us, Jesus has commanded 

us to tell the world about what He has done, and the Holy Spirit gives us power 

and boldness to share that good news. Because of what the Lord has done, we 

cannot help but tell people about Him. As you walk in Christ today, pray that you 

would not be silent about the Gospel. As you face opposition, pray that you would 

receive power and boldness to continue sharing. 

Day 5  

Acts 5:40-42 As you read yesterday, people will try to silence believers. 

Sometimes, that means believers will face physical suffering. But because of the 

hope that we have in Jesus, and because of the example that He set for us, we 

can rejoice in all suffering, knowing that we are suffering for the sake of His 

name. As you walk in Christ today, pray that you would value His name so much 

that you would be willing to suffer for His sake. Also, pray for believers in the 

world who are currently suffering persecution. Pray that they would hold on to the 

hope that we have in Christ and would continue to proclaim the Gospel with 

boldness and rejoicing. 

Day 6 

Acts 6:7 As the early church continued to proclaim the Gospel, the Lord 

continued to add to their number. The same is true for us today. As we continue 

to share the word of God, He will continue to save the lost. As you walk in Christ 

today, pray for your local church, that you would be a people who boldly proclaim 

His word. Pray for the lost in your community, that they would have ears to hear 

and believe the Gospel. And pray for the churches in New Orleans, that the Lord 

would multiply disciples as His word is proclaimed. 

Day 7  



Acts 7:54-60 Stephen was the first disciple known to have been killed for 

proclaiming the Gospel. In Stephen’s last moments, we see his unshakable 

faithfulness to Jesus. He believed in the Gospel so much that he was willing to 

die for it, even to the point of asking God to forgive those who were killing him. 

Jesus promised that following Him would be very costly, but also that it is worth 

the cost. As you walk in Christ today, pray that you would be faithful to follow him 

at any cost. Even though it is very unlikely that your life will be threatened for the 

Gospel today, pray for those whose lives are in danger because of their faith, that 

they would value the name of Christ even above their own lives, knowing that He 

is always faithful. 

Day 8  

Acts 8:26-39  Every opportunity that we get to share the Gospel will be unique. 

As the Holy Spirit leads us, He may have us go somewhere that we usually 

would not go (like New Orleans) to lead us to someone that needs to hear about 

Jesus from us. As we obediently follow where the Spirit leads, we must also pay 

attention to how we need to share with each person, as all people are different 

and have unique backgrounds. As you walk in Christ today, pray that the Holy 

Spirit would lead you to an opportunity to share the Gospel with someone. Pray 

that, as he showed Philip the specific needs of the Etheopian, he would show 

you the needs of those with whom you will share. 

Day 9  

Acts 9:10-22  Saul’s conversion and Christian life serve as a great example of 

the saving power of God through Jesus. Shortly after he became a Christian, 

many believers who met him were fearful, and even questioned if he could truly 

be a believer because of his past. But they were quickly convinced that he truly 

believed that Jesus was the Messiah and he went on to have a great impact for 

the Kingdom of God. Have you ever seen God radically transform someone’s 

life? Or have you ever considered that a person is too bad for Jesus to save him 

or her? As you walk in Christ today, pray for the people in your life whom you 

consider to be the worst sinners. Pray that you would be able to share the 

Gospel with them and that they would believe. Pray for the people of New 

Orleans as well. Pray that God would soften and break even the hardest hearts 

so that Christ would be glorified in people turning from their sin. 



Day 10  

Acts 10:9-16 Peter had a struggle that many followers of Christ face, there were 

certain types of people with which he did not want to share the Gospel. In 

confronting Peter with the truth that the Gospel is for all people, God made his 

heart ready for a great life of faithfully sharing the Gospel. Yesterday we prayed 

for people that we think are too sinful for God to save, but is there anyone that 

you struggle to love? Is there any person or group of people that you don’t want 

to tell about Jesus? We cannot be partial. The Gospel must be shared with 

everyone. As you walk in Christ today, ask the Lord to show you any people in 

your life that you struggle to love and share the Gospel with. Ask Him to help you 

love them and long for them to believe in Jesus. 

Day 11  

Acts 11:21-24 One of the best things that you can do for other believers is to 

encourage them in their faith. The Christian life is hard, and our faithfulness often 

remains unseen by the world. When you see a believer or a church walking 

faithfully with Christ, encourage them. God uses us to build one another up. 

When you come to New Orleans, you will have the opportunity to partner with 

local believers, ministries, or churches. Offer them service and kind words to 

encourage them to remain faithful to Christ. As you walk with Christ today, pray 

that the Holy Spirit would allow you to see the work that He is doing in and 

through other believers. Pray that He would give you the words to encourage 

them. 



Day 12 

Acts 12:5 Part of encouraging believers in their faith is praying for them in their 

most difficult times. We absolutely should seek ways to serve our brothers and 

sisters by meeting their physical needs and encouraging them with our words. 

But above all, we must rely on God to be their comforter and their strength. As 

you walk in Christ today, pray earnestly for Christians that are in prison because 

of their faith. Pray that God would comfort them and that they would not lose 

heart. 

Day 13 

Acts 13:1-3 Right now, you’re preparing to be sent out to New Orleans to serve 

the lost and point them to the hope that we have in Jesus. The Lord is setting you 

apart to be a witness for Him. As you walk in Christ today, pray that the Lord 

would continue to prepare you for the trip. Also, pray for any missionaries that 

you know or that your church supports. Pray that they would be effective 

witnesses to the Gospel. 

Day 14  

Acts 14:1-7  The church has always, in one way or another, faced cultural 

opposition. As the early church learned, the Gospel message can turn the world 

against us, and even against each other. Even when we face anger or correction 

from the culture, we must continue to proclaim the Gospel faithfully. As you walk 

in Christ today, pray for your city. Pray that the Lord would give the lost receptive 

ears and softened hearts to believe in Jesus. And pray for the city of New 

Orleans, that the very unique culture here would be reached with the Gospel and 

that many would turn to the Lord. 



Day 15 

Acts 15:7-11 We should be very grateful for the Gospel that has been preached 

to us. God does not show any partiality in who He saves. There are no works that 

could ever earn us salvation, but it is by grace alone. This should also determine 

how we evangelize and minister. We do not place any burdens on people 

because God placed no burden on us. As you walk in Christ today, thank the 

Lord for showing you grace through Jesus. Thank Him for placing no burden on 

you, but calling you to have faith in Him. Pray that you would not show any 

partiality in sharing the Gospel or place any burdens on people, but instead call 

them to place their faith in Christ. 

Day 16 

Acts 16:14 The Lord has called us to share the Gospel. But if we were to only 

speak, and He did not work in the lives of lost people, it would mean nothing. We 

do not have the power to save anyone, we must be faithful to proclaim His word 

and trust Him to work within the person with which we are sharing. As you walk in 

Christ today, thank Him for opening your heart to hear the Gospel. As you 

prepare to share the Gospel, ask the Lord to begin working in the hearts of those 

with whom you will share. 

Day 17  

Acts 17:10-34 In this passage, Paul shared the Gospel with people who were 

skeptical. He shared with those who would search the Scriptures to make sure 

what he was saying was true, and he shared with those who would use 

philosophy to challenge him. In both circumstances, he was ready to share the 

Gospel. Paul was able to tell what kind of audience he had when he shared, we 

must do the same. There are skeptics here in New Orleans just like there are 

skeptics in your hometown.  We must be willing to face skepticism as we follow 

Jesus. As you walk in Christ today, ask Him to prepare you to share with 

skeptics, that you would rely on the Holy Spirit to give you the words to say so 

that Christ would be glorified. 



Day 18  

Acts 18: 6-10 Discouragement and fear are feelings that all followers of Christ 

will face in their walk with Him. When we are discouraged, we must remember 

that the Lord is with us and that He has not left us alone. But by his presence and 

through His people, He will comfort us. As you walk in Christ today, ask the Lord 

to remind you of His presence in your life. If you are discouraged or afraid, call 

out to Him for comfort. 

Day 19 

Acts 19:11-20 The word of the Lord will continue to increase and prevail. Even 

evil spirits cannot stop the Gospel of Jesus from being proclaimed because He 

has authority over them. New Orleans has a number of people that believe in and 

turn to spirits, and many others who are superstitious about them, but the Gospel 

can reach these people as well. As you walk in Christ today, pray for the people 

in New Orleans, and for those who may be in your community, who practice or 

believe in these things. Pray that the light of the Gospel would shine in the 

darkness of their hearts so that the word of the Lord would continue to increase. 

Day 20  

Acts 20:28-31 Pastors have a lot of responsibility. They have to be aware of the 

needs of their people and be ready to protect them from spiritual danger. The 

responsibilities often weigh on their hearts because of the care which they have 

for the people of God. As you walk in Christ today, pray for your pastor. Pray that 

your pastor and church leaders would be encouraged to continue leading the 

church in following Jesus. And pray for the pastors in New Orleans, that they 

would be encouraged as well. 



Day 21  

Acts 21:15-19 God shows His unifying power in a special way through the 

church. In this passage, the believers showed that they had a good relationship 

with churches throughout the world. When you are in New Orleans, you will have 

the chance to meet other believers such as churches or local ministries. You can 

be an encouragement to them as you serve alongside them. As you walk in 

Christ today, pray that the Lord would help you welcome and encourage other 

believers. And pray that as you serve your community, the Lord would give you 

favor with other believers. 

Day 22  

Acts 22:1-21 When we share the Gospel with others, they will want to know if 

the Gospel has made any difference in our lives. God uses our personal 

testimony to show people how Jesus has changed our life. But the focus of our 

testimony should never be ourselves, but our testimony should always point 

people to the power of God in our lives. As you walk in Christ today, ask the Lord 

to remind you of the work that He has done in your life. Pray that He would give 

you the chance to share your testimony with someone. 

Day 23 

Acts 23:11 In our hardest times in life, it can be easy to want to stop and give 

up. When you follow Jesus, you will be discouraged and you may even be 

tempted to lose heart. But even when times are tough, the Lord will be with you. 

The Lord gives us courage and helps us move along to where He is leading us 

next. As you walk in Christ today, remember that He is with you. Remember that 

He gives you courage and will lead you in life. 

Day 24  

Acts 24:16 As Christians, we ultimately want to have right standing before God. 



But we also seek to have favor with the world around us in order to show them 

who God is. As Paul did, we should seek to have a clear conscience toward God 

and men. As we walk obediently to the Lord, we should walk respectfully before 

the world. As you walk in Christ today, ask the Lord to lead you in obedience to 

Him and to lead you in treating others well and gaining favor with them so that 

they might worship the Lord. 

Day 25  

Acts 25:23-27 Walking in a respectful way before the world will not go 

unnoticed. These leaders noticed Paul’s integrity and could not find a reason to 

charge him. The way in which you live your life matters. What people see you do 

will help them determine who you are and, more importantly, what the God that 

you profess is like. As you walk in Christ today, ask Him to lead you in living 

according to His word. Pray that the world would see His character in all that you 

do. 

Day 26  

Acts 26:29 Do you long to see the lost come to the Lord? We should have a 

burden within us for the souls of those who do not know Jesus. We will not be 

effective witnesses to the lost if we do not desire for them to be saved. As you 

walk in Christ today, ask Him to help you long to see all people come to know 

Him and grow in a relationship with Him. And ask him to take that desire and let 

it lead you to tell them about who He is. 

Day 27 

Acts 27:33-38 Paul went out of his way to comfort and encourage those who 

were with him. They were all in a very dangerous situation and it would have 

been very easy to be fearful and not be able to see any hope. But the Lord was 



with Paul and He gave him the help he needed to encourage all of the people 

with him. And while he was encouraging them, he glorified the Lord. As you walk 

in Christ today, ask the Lord to help you be an encouragement to those in the 

world who are worried. Many people live their lives in a state of anxiety about so 

many things, pray that the Lord would use you to show them His peace. 

Day 28 

Acts 28:30-31 Our lives should be lived for the glory of God. Whatever we do, 

we should be showing the world who God is and telling them what He has done 

through Jesus. God will call some to leave everything behind and go to a foreign 

land to tell others about Him. But just because He may not call you to that does 

not mean that you do not have an important role in the Kingdom. You will know 

many lost people with whom you can share the Gospel. As you walk in Christ 

today, ask the Lord to show you how to leverage your life for the sake of the 

Gospel. Pray that he would lead you to do everything for His glory. Pray for 

anyone you know who lives their life totally for the glory of God, and take some 

time to encourage them. Pray for New Orleans as well. Many people have done 

what Paul did, they have committed themselves to the Gospel in this city for the 

long term. 

Please know that we are praying for you. We are praying that the Lord uses 

you this summer to advance the Gospel in your community. If you are in Christ, 

He has given you His Spirit to empower you for every good work. 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU NEXT SUMMER!


